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Mr. Neil Hewett 

Case Officer 

Dover District Council  

 

I write as the CEO of the UK’s largest powered recreational flying organisation, the Light Aircraft 

Association, which has 7,700 members flying more than 2,700 light aircraft. These range from factory-built 

classic and vintage types, to microlights and amateur-built aircraft constructed by our members. Many of 

these aircraft are at the forefront of sustainable, economical and environmentally friendly design. Our 

prime mission is to enable affordable, and safe, flying for fun for people from all backgrounds. 

We SUPPORT the proposals to create a flying site at Little Monegham which we are sure will become a 

positive asset to the area, serving both local flyers and forming an important local amenity, and by attracting 

visitors from further afield, assisting in the economic benefits from tourism. It is also likely to set a national 

precedent in offering a range of new sustainable facilities to encourage the greater use of eco-friendly 

aircraft and operations, something which we are all keen to promote. 

I note with some concern that a significant amount of local rhetoric has been generated by a minority in 

the area, even before the local planning authority had made public the specific details of the application. I 

would point out therefore that these comments were expressed without any basis of knowledge on what is 

being proposed and many of the submissions made to this consultation are based on this inaccurate 

speculation. I am sure you will identify and discount those which are technically inadmissible. 

I am aware too, that some of this rhetoric has inaccurately overstated perceived environmental issues. 

Everyone of course is entitled to their opinion, but again to redress the balance, might I ask that Committee 

members take a moment to read the following paragraphs, which gives the other side of the story on the 

environmental and social benefits which a small airfield of this nature can offer. 

Most airfields as with Little Monegham, are privately owned and operated, yet accessible to the general 

public. These airfields receive no government subsidies yet directly contribute to their local communities; 

as a civic and visual amenity, as a social resource, as a generator of employment and by their payment of 

taxes and business rates.  

In addition to their offering a point of engagement for people of all ages and backgrounds, these airfields 

offer visitor facilities in semi-rural locations and are a focal point for outdoor activities for bikers, cyclists, 

ramblers, ornithologists, photographers and many others.  

It is noteworthy that those seeking to create this small flying site include experienced pilots who have 

carefully defined its layout, approach and climb out routes to ensure the minimum of potential noise 

disturbance. It is likely to be less than that of passing road traffic in the vicinity.  

The small grass runway is capable of only being used for small, light, two and four seat light aircraft, not 

heavier commercial aviation as misbriefed by one high-profile advocate. Indeed it is precisely the type of 

small airfield and social amenity to which the Minister for Aviation referred in Parliament in April as a 

valuable local asset. 

 



We would also strongly refute claims made by a local political party that the airfield would have a negative 

impact on the East Kent natural environment and wildlife. The opposite is so. The curtilage of many 

airfields, the areas away from hangars, clubhouses and workshops, is now recognised as an important 

‘open green space’ by Local Planning Authorities and there is evidence that airfields are increasingly 

important as a low-insecticide, low-herbicide, sanctuary for plants, insects and associated wildlife, in 

comparison with other more intensively-farmed agricultural land.  

There is certainly no incentive for an airfield operator to use fertilisers to make the grass grow faster, nor 

herbicides to increase crop yields. At an airfield with a grass runway, the mixture of longer grass margins 

and mown runways is about as perfect a wildlife sanctuary as one needs.  

One of the prime examples of this is Stow Maries in Essex, where the longer grass around the 700m long 

grass runway provides cover for birds such as lapwings and animals such as voles, as well as butterflies, 

bees and moths.  

They in turn create and eco-system with other protected species such as sparrowhawks and owls taking 

advantage of the food chain. Among the plants on the Stow Maries airfield periphery are nectar-giving 

flowers which drive added populations of butterflies, bees and hornets. One moth species, unrecorded 

since 1994 was recently rediscovered on the airfield and the airfield has been awarded both accolades and 

grants to continue this work, by organisations such as Natural England and the RSPB. 

At our own headquarters airfield at Turweston in Northamptonshire, the use of available space for 

sustainable tree and shrub planting, and solar power generation, has created a ‘carbon footprint’ which can 

more than offset emissions by the petroleum-fuelled aircraft operating from the airfield.  

We hope these examples provide firm facts and precedents to support this application, rather than the 

aggressive rhetoric and misinformation which have sadly been the mark of a few. 

Yours sincerely 

Stephen Slater 

Chief Executive  Officer 

Light Aircraft Association 


